He left behind his parents and a wife in his hometown, a wife and a daughter in Kuantan, and a wife and two sons in Singapore. Li died intestate, and this immediately threw his liangtoujia into chaos. The division of his properties became the source of conflict because his wife/concubine in Malaya wanted a share of the properties. Len Kheng Teh initially treated the Li family as a common polygamous family in which the inheritance would go to the sons. He assumed that Dongmei 冬妹 (b. 1888), the tongyangxi 童养媳 adopted by Li Guisheng's parents in 1893, was the wife and that Chen Feng 陈枫 (b. 1901) and Yan Shuilian 颜水莲 (b. 1896), whom Li had married in a Catholic ceremony in Kuantan in 1918 and in a traditional ceremony in Singapore in 1911, respectively, were his concubines. Len attempted to divide Li's properties among his two sons and to negotiate financial support for his parents, wife, concubines, and daughter in the first three meetings he held.4
However, Li's Catholic wife, Chen Feng, unexpectedly took the case to the Malayan court to claim a share of the inheritance for her daughter, Li Jinlai 李金来, and herself on June 18, 1922. From then on, the intra-family dispute took a different course as the colonial court tried to impose the so-called Chinese customary law on the liangtoujia. Len's job as the gongqin inevitably became more complicated. He then realized that the colonial court interpreted the customary practice of polygamy differently in that it gave the wife/concubine rights to matrimonial properties in Malaya.5 After rounds of mediation and litigation in which Len even took the stand as witness, the liangtoujia finally came to a consensus on the eve of the Mid-Autumn Festival in 1930: Li Guisheng's eldest son, Li Jinmi 李金米, would sell the family's assets in Singapore and take his mother and brother, Li Jinmao 李金茂, together with his father's remains back to their hometown; Chen Feng would sell one of the three sampans in Kuantan and give the money to Dongmei, and there would be no remittance to or from China in the future. The Singapore branch of the liangtoujia returned to China for good, whereas the Kuantan branch was left to fend for itself. Len closed the case a few months later after everyone had complied with the decisions. In his closing notes on January 26, 1931, Len
